
 

 

Reading  

Crich Junior School  



Whole class reading comprehension lessons ð Reading VIPERS 

During our reading comprehension lessons, we use reading VIPERS (based on materials from ôThe Literacy Shedõ) to help support our pupils to                   

understand what a good reader looks like and how to approach answering reading questions.  

VIPERS is an acronym which stands for: 

 

All children work on VIPERS during class reading, whether this is reading as a class, in a small group or one to one with an 

adult. We encourage children to orally talk through their answers before formally recording their answers. Children do this in      

a variety of ways such as discussing the answer first with their peers and/or an adult and then writing their best answer. 

VIPERS question stems 

It would be excellent if, as parents, you could also refer to these VIPERS regularly when you are listening to your child read         

at home. VIPERS questions can be applied to any text that a child is reading as well as with pictures, picture books and films! 

When any adult is listening to a child read, all they have to do is think of questions about the book, picture or film that cover 

some of the VIPERS and there are some great examples on the following pages of how you can create your own questions    

using the question openers provided.  If you have any questions or are struggling with this, please contact your childõs class 

teacher and they will provide some additional support materials to use at home. 

 

Reading in school 

At Crich Junior School, all children will read a book from our new reading scheme from Collins.  It begins with Little Wandle (phonics) and progresses 

on to Big Cat.  Within this scheme, the children are assessed each term to check that they are reading a book best suited to their level of reading                

fluency. We aim to hear each child read at least once each week by a combination of teachers, teaching assistants and reading volunteers.  Sometimes 

this will be more, depending on the fluency of the child.  Some children are given extra help with phonics, reading skills and comprehension and this 

may be individual or in small groups.  

We will provide feedback in your childõs reading diary, and more specific information at parentsõ meetings. If you have any concerns about your childõs 

reading please donõt hesitate to make an appointment with your childõs teacher using the school office.  

 



Reading at home 

Reading at home is an essential part of learning to read. Our children are encouraged to read daily (minimum 3 times each week) at home for at least 

10 minutes with an adult to develop fluency and should be encouraged to discuss their texts using the VIPERS question stems (see below for further 

information, and subsequent pages for examples). We encourage our parents to be fully active and engaged with us in this in order to support their 

childõs ongoing development. Please feel free to comment in your childõs reading diary. 









An example of the types of questions you could ask, to make sure your child understands the text they have read. 
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Other things you can do at home to help with your childõs reading fluency: 

1. Read aloud to your child every day. 

There just isn't anything comparable to the impact of reading to your child every day. If you aren't the sort to enjoy this, then spread it out and read to 

them every few days. In between, try to encourage other family members to read to your child. (Think partner, aunts and uncles, siblings,                     

grandparents, etc.)  You can read aloud to your child at any age. It doesnõt have to stop once they leave their primary education.  

 

2. Repeat, repeat, repeat. Read stories over, and over, and over again.  Children LOVE to hear their favorite stories multiple times. Go ahead and in-

dulge them in this one thing. Really, it's great for them to hear their beloved stories with well-known characters over and over each day. 

Why? Because it teaches them to LOVE storytime. Reading the same story repeatedly solidifies new words and increases vocabulary, and it teaches 

expression with sentence structure as they watch you read.  

 

3.  Have your child imitate you as you read. (Echo Reading) 

Practice makes perfect! Simply having your child imitate you a little bit at a time can go a long way in teaching your child how to read quickly and 

with expression.  Read a sentence or two using great expression and then ask your child to repeat the reading. If you need to practice more than once, 

that is okay!  Try to choose passages with lots of expression. The sentence might call for whispering, speaking loud, emphasizing certain words, or 

even using dramatic pauses when called for. 

 

4.  Choose audio books for those "in-between" times.  A great option for car journeys or even bathtime.  Try Amazonõs Audible or YouTube videos 

Try searching for Jackanory as a starting point. 

One good place to listen to books on tape would be your local public library! Download the ôLibby, by OverDriveõ app onto your phone and have a go 

at it.  It is a free service.  You may need to head to your local library (Belper, Wirksworth, Alfreton) with a form of ID to set up a digital library card, 

but you can then borrow books and magazines on your phone or tablet.  

 

5.   Record your child as they read 

One great technique is to record your child reading a short passage. When they play the tape or recording back, they can really hear what they sound 

like and take corrective measures to make it sound better.  This is great for adding expression and making sure that they donõt read like a robot.  



The following are for ideas only.  There are many websites with reading lists like these ones.                                                                                                                                               

The most important thing is that your child reads a book that they enjoy (and that you can enjoy together). 

 
Guidance: About the Year 6 Reaading 
 
At the very centre of inspiring reading for pleasure in Year 6 is the element of choice. Readers who are motivated to choose to read are often the ones who are best 
able to exercise agency over where, when, what and how, knowing that they can read at their own pace in their own way. Key to this is providing a wide range of   
appealing and age-appropriate texts for readers to explore. Being exposed to different styles, formats and genres helps children to define themselves as readers, to 
have a range of alternatives to choose next if something they read is not for them and to make choices about the books that will  give them the reading buzz. This 
process is crucial for children to develop the intrinsic motivation to read and to lay the foundations of a lifelong love of reading. 
 
At the ages of 10 and 11, most children are able to read chapter books and to think critically about what they read. They begin to enjoy multi-layered stories that    
present different charactersõ viewpoints about key issues, and to think deeply about books that explore relevant social issues. Also popular with this age group are 
graphic novels, funny books and illustrated non-fiction that delves deeply into a particular topic of interest. Storytime with adults continues to be important and    
enjoyed at this age - despite the high level of independence at the ages of 10 and 11, nothing can replicate the magic of a shared reading experience. 
 
With these factors in mind, our team has carefully selected a list of books designed to encourage reading for pleasure in Year 6. Some of the books cater well for    
children who love to laugh, like Jenny Pearsonõs The Super Miraculous Journey of Freddie Yates or David Solomonõs action-packed My Brother is a Superhero      
series. Other stories on the list are designed to leave readers on the edge of their seats, from Jennifer Killick's super-spooky Dread Wood to dystopian thrillers like 
Orphans of the Tide. Graphic novels are also very popular with many children in Year 6, and we recommend trying the fun and whacky Lookshin series or Cece 
Bellõs El Deafo. 
 
Many children at this age are ready to engage with stories that explore social issues or offer insights into a diversity of ways of seeing the world. Catherine Bruton's 
award-winning No Ballet Shoes in Syria charts the experience of a young refugee finding her feet in a new country and Boy in the Tower hauntingly explores the 
experience of isolation when it does not feel safe to go outside, as well as the topics of parental mental health and the coming together of community in the face of a 
crisis. Other stories in our collection give insight into what life is like for those who feel like they donõt quite fit in, from a would-be comedian with a stutter in The 
Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh, to the gruelling tale of bullying and OCD in All the Things that Could Go Wrong, to Elle McNicollõs neurodivergent main duo in 
the superbly gripping Show Us Who You Are.  
 
If you are looking for classic stories suitable for 10-11 year olds, we recommend Tomõs Midnight Garden or Judith Kerr's When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit. Poetry     
collections offer a wealth of enjoyment for reading for pleasure at this age too, from Mandy Coe's upbeat Belonging Street or Benjamin Zephaniahõs Funky       
Chickens, which is always a hit with Year 6. 
 
For those without the time or reading stamina to pick up a longer read, try one of the shorter chapter books included in our Y6 reading list, like Dan Smithõs The 
Invasion of Crooked Oak or David Longõs Survival in Space, both of which are specially formatted to be accessible to dyslexic readers. For excellent picture books 
suitable for Year 6, we recommend the super-intriguing The Viewer by Gary Crew and Shaun Tan, or the beautifully illustrated exploration of being introverted in            
I Go Quiet. 
 
High -quality non-fiction is a brilliant option for reading for pleasure in Year 6. We recommend the inspirational mountain-set recount of peril and resilience in                   
Everest, the intricately presented Oceanarium and Dr Ranj õs super-helpful guidebook to all things brain-related in Brain Power. 







Guidance: About the Year 5 Reading 

Helping children in Year 5 discover a love of reading is most successfully achieved when a wide range of appealing and age-appropriate books are available.                  

Research on reading for pleasure shows that children who choose to read for enjoyment are more likely to achieve higher academic outcomes, to have improved 

mental health and to gain economic success later in life. Whatõs more, when children choose to open a book to read, they are able to discover new worlds beyond 

their own experiences, to learn about different people and to develop critical thinking and crucial empathy skills, as well as advancing their language and                       

vocabulary. 

Getting the right book into the right childõs hands at the right time is absolutely key to sparking a love of reading. At the ages of 9 and 10, most children are able to 

read longer chapter books and handle stories with an increasing complexity of themes. Popular with this age group are thought-provoking books about relevant  

social issues, as well as laugh-out-loud funny books, graphic novels and non-fiction that covers topics of interest. As well as having a wide range of styles and              

formats to choose from for independent reading, an essential ingredient in developing a lifelove of books at this age is when adults protect shared reading                       

experiences and continue to read aloud at storytime well beyond the age that children can read for themselves.  

With this in mind, we have carefully selected a range of books to help to encourage reading for pleasure in Year 5. Some of the books in the collection are picked 

especially for making children laugh out loud, like the hilarious I Stole My Genius Sister's Brain or Danny Wallace's The Luckiest Kid in the World. Other stories 

have been picked especially for readers who appreciate a high image-to-text ratio, like Konnie Huqõs Cookie series or the action-packed Iguana Boy stories, which 

features lively, comic-style illustrations. Graphic novels are also popular with many children in Year 5, and we recommend trying Bunny Vs Monkey or Roller Girl. 

Many children at this age start to enjoy stories that encourage thinking and discussion around social issues. Hannah Goldõs The Last Bear is a beautiful story that 

highlights the plight of polar bears affected by global warming, and Onjali Q Raufõs The Great (Food) Bank Heist explores the topic of food poverty. Historical         

fiction also becomes popular around this age, with children able to draw on their increasing knowledge of history from their curriculum learning in Key Stage 2.     

We recommend A.M. Howell's post-war adventure in the fens The Secret of the Treasure Keepers, or Emma Carrollõs Secrets of a Sun King, which is set at the time 

of Howard Carterõs discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun. 

Many children at this age enjoy fantasy stories to spark the imagination. Fantasy adventures like Rumblestar and Dragon Mountain are popular choices, as are     

stories of perilous expeditions like Asha & the Spirit Bird. Some stories in the collection explore the themes of technology and innovation, like Vashti Hardyõs     

wonderful sky ship adventure Brightstorm or while others accentuate the benefits of sport, like the celebration of girls' football in Jaz Santos vs the World. 

If you are looking for classic stories suitable for 9-10 year olds, try The Wolves of Willoughby Chase or The Silver Sword. Popular poetry books to browse for pleasure 

are included in our Year 5 selection too, like Matt Goodfellowõs Bright Bursts of Colour or A.F. Harroldõs imaginative and slightly bonkers The Book of Not Entirely 

Useful Advice, which is delightfully illustrated in colour by Mini Grey. 

Longer reads are not for everyone, and weõve included a number of shorter texts in the selection too. For children looking for shorter chapter books, try Tom      

Palmersõs Arctic Star or David Longõs Tragedy at Sea, both of which are specially formatted to be accessible to dyslexic readers. For recommended picture books 

suitable for Year 5, we recommend Helen Wardõs Varmints or David Almond and Levi Penfold's The Dam, which is a lyrical captivating ode to creativity. 

Weõve also included a super selection of non-fiction to appeal to children in Year 5,  from the intriguing exploration of the world of plants in Green Planet  to the    

inspiring real-life stories in Old Enough to Save the Planet, to the incredible visual history of Music, which folds out into an impressive 8-foot-long timeline. 




