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Whole class reading comprehension lessodReading VIPERS

During our reading comprehension | essons, we use readi ngourpuplBBEORS ( b a
understand what a good reader looks like and how to approach answering reading questions.

VIPERS is an acronym which stands for:

Reading Vipers All children work on VIPERS during class reading, whether this is reading as a class, in a small group or one to one with an

Vocabulary adult. We encourage children to orally talk through their answers before formally recording their answers. Children do this i

I;fe(; t a variety of ways such as discussing the answer first with their peers and/or an adult and then writing their best answer.
redic

Explain VIPERS question stems

Retrieve
Sedusnceipsdmnatse It would be excellent if, as parents, you could also refer to these VIPERS regularly when you are listening to your child rea

at home. VIPERS questions can be applied to any text that a child is reading as well as with pictures, picture books andfilm
When any adult is listening to a child read, all they have to do is think of questions about the book, picture or film thate

some of the VIPERS and there are some great examples on the following pages of how you can create your own questions
using the question openers provided. |l f you have angy que

teacher and they will provide some additional support materials to use at home.

Reading in school

At Crich Junior School, all children will read a book from our new reading scheme from Collins. It begins with Little Wan@daonics) and progresses
on to Big Cat. Within this scheme, the children are assessed each term to check that they are reading a book best suitkeitdevel of reading
fluency. We aim to hear each child read at least once each week by a combination of teachers, teaching assistants and rgaldingeers. Sometimes
this will be more, depending on the fluency of the child. Some children are given extra help with phonics, reading skilld esmprehension and this
may be individual or in small groups.
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Reading at home

Reading at home is an essential part of learning to read. Our children are encouraged to read daily (minimum 3 times eack)ve¢dome for at least

10 minutes with an adult to develop fluency and should be encouraged to discuss their texts using the VIPERS question stezedbélow for further
information, and subsequent pages for examples). We encourage our parents to be fully active and engaged with us in thisen t support their
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/KSZ Reading Vipers

Vipers is a range of reading prompts based on the 2016
reading content domains found in the National Curriculum
Test Framework documents which can be found online
here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-
stage-2-english-reading-test-framework

Vipers heading Content Domain Content Domain Description
reference

Vocabulary 2a Give/explain the meaning of words in context

Infer 2d Make inference from the text/ explain and justify
using evidence from the text.

Predict Ze Predict what might happen from the details
stated and implied.

Explain 2f, 2g, 2h, Identify/explain how information/narrative
content is related and contributes to the
meaning as a whole.

Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced
through choice of words and phrases.
Make comparisons within the text

Retrieve 2b Retrieve and record key information/key details
from fiction and non-fiction

Summarise 2c Summarise main ideas from more than one

paragraph
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K52 Reading Vipers

Vocabulary

Find and explain the meaning of words in context

Example questions

What do the words ...... and ..... suggest about the
character, setting and mood?

Which word tells you that....?

Which keyword tells you about the
character/setting/mood?

Find one word in the text which means......

Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning

(e

KS2 Reading Vipers

Infer

Make and justify inferences using evidence from the text.

Example questions

Find and copy a group of words which show that...

How do these words make the reader feel? How does
this paragraph suggest this?

How do the descriptions of ...... show that they are ........
How can you tell that......

What impression of ...... do you get from these
paragraphs?

What voice might these characters use?

What was .... thinking when.....

Who is telling the story?
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KS2 Reading Vipers KS2 Reading Vipers

Predict Explain

Explain how content is related and contributes to the meaning as
Predict what might happen from the details given and awhole.

Y

implied. » Explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of language.
# Explain the themes and patterns that develop across the text.
» Explain how information contributes to the overall experience.
Example questions Example questions
From the cover what do you think this text is going to be * Why is the text arranged in this way?
about? *  What structures has the author used?
What is happening now? What happened before this? * What is the purpose of this text feature?
What will happen after? * s the use of ..... effective?
What does this paragraph suggest will happen next? * The mood of the character changes throughout the text.
What makes you think this? Find and copy the phrases which show this.
Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the * What is the author’s point of view?
plot develops? * What affect does ..... have on the audience?
Do you think... will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain * How does the author engage the reader here?

* Which words and phrases did ..... effectively?
= Which section was the most interesting/exciting part?
* How are these sections linked?

your answer using evidence from the text.
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KS2 Reading Vipers

Retrieve

Retrieve and record information and identify key details
from fiction and non-fiction.

Example questions

How would you describe this story/text? What genre is
it? How do you know?

How did...?

How often...?

Who had...? Whois...? Who did....?

What happened to...?

What does.... do?

How ..... [

What can you learn from ...... from this section?

Give one example of......

The story is told from whose pempgctive?

Summarise

Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph

Example questions

* Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they
happened?

* What happened after .......7

* What was the first thing that happened in the story?

= Can you summarise in a sentence the
opening/middle/end of the story?

* |n what order do these chapter headings come in the
story?




An example of the types of questions you could ask, to make sure your child understands the text they have read.

Is a ships
horn loud or
quiet?

Explain what you
would do if you
found a penguin on
your doorstep

In what order did
they ask these

people for

directions?

Which word is a
place where
ships ‘park?’

How did they get
down to the
harbour?

Who do you think
they ask next?
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Ot her things you can do at home to help with your childds reading f
1. Read aloud to your child every day.

There just isn't anything comparable to the impact of reading to your child every day. If you aren't the sort to enjoy tlhien spread it out and read to
them every few days. In between, try to encourage other family members to read to your child. (Think partner, aunts and snsilelings,
grandparents, etc.) You can read aloud to your <chil tonat any age.

2. Repeat, repeat, repeat. Read stories over, and over, and over again. Children LOVE to hear their favorite stories multigls. Go ahead and in-
dulge them in this one thing. Really, it's great for them to hear their beloved stories with witlown characters over and ovexach day.

Why? Because it teaches them to LOVE storytime. Reading the same story repeatedly solidifies new words and increases vagabuld it teaches
expression with sentence structure as they watch you read.

3. Have your child imitate you as you read. (Echo Reading)

Practice makes perfect! Simply having your child imitate you a little bit at a time can go a long way in teaching your chibav to read quickly and
with expression. Read a sentence or two using great expression and then ask your child to repeat the reading. If you ngeddiice more than once,
that is okay! Try to choose passages with lots of expression. The sentence might call for whispering, speaking loud, enghgsiertain words, or
even using dramatic pauses when called for.

4. Choose audio books forthose "o e t ween" t i mes. A great option for car Ypudubewdeog s or
Try searching for Jackanory as a starting point.

One good place to |Iisten to books on tape woul d be vy o urphoheamdddve gogo b | i
atit. Itis a free service. You may need to head to your local library (Belper, Wirksworth, Alfreton) with a form of IBs&up a digital library card,
but you can then borrow books and magazines on your phone or tablet.

5. Record your child as they read

One great technique is to record your child reading a short passage. When they play the tape or recording back, they caymeal what they sound
like and take corrective measures to make it sound better. This is great for adding expression and making sure that the§ dwad like a robot.



The following are for ideas only. There are many websites with reading lists like these ones.
The most important thing is that your child reads a book that they enjoy (and that you can enjoy together).

Guidance: About the Year 6 Reaading

At the very centre of inspiring reading for pleasure in Year 6 is the element of choice. Readers who are motivated to choosad are often the ones who are best
able to exercise agency over where, when, what and how, knowing that they can read at their own pace in their own way. k&g te providing a wide range of
appealing and ageappropriate texts for readers to explore. Being exposed to different styles, formats and genres helps chikdrdefine themselves as readers, to
have a range of alternatives to choose next if something they read is not for them and to make choices about the booksithgiwe them the reading buzz. This
process is crucial for children to develop the intrinsic motivation to read and to lay the foundations of a lifelong loveeafling.

At the ages of 10 and 11, most children are able to read chapter books and to think critically about what they read. Thay toegnjoy multi-layered stories that
present different charactersd viewpoints about key i sAsopeopuarwihnthlisagegrouplare nk d
graphic novels, funny books and illustrated noffiction that delves deeply into a particular topic of interest. Storytime withdalts continues to be important and

enjoyed at this age despite the high level of independence at the ages of 10 and 11, nothing can replicate the magic of adsteading experience.

With these factors in mind, our team has carefully selected a list of books designed to encourage reading for pleasure m6Y8ame of the books cater well for
children who | ove to | augh, l' i ke Jenny Pearsonds The-p&kegMyBrothtris aSupetheras s J o u
series. Other stories on the list are designed to leave readers on the edge of their seats, from Jennifer Killick's-sppeky Dread Wood to dystopian thrillers like
Orphans of the Tide. Graphic novels are also very popular with many children in Year 6, and we recommend trying the fun dratiky Lookshin series or Cece
Bell ds EI Deaf o.

Many children at this age are ready to engage with stories that explore social issues or offer insights into a diversityap$of seeing the world. Catherine Bruton's
awardwinning No Ballet Shoes in Syria charts the experience of a young refugee finding her feet in a new country and Boy iff tleeer hauntingly explores the
experience of isolation when it does not feel safe to go outside, as well as the topics of parental mental health and thimgdagether of community in the face of a
crisis. Other stories in our collection give i ns framhatwouldhetcomediam with a stuttdriea Thes | i
Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh, to the gruelling tale of bullying and OCD in All the Things that Could Go Wrong, to Elle McNitolheurodivergent main duo in

the superbly gripping Show Us Who You Are.

If you are looking for classic stories suitablefori01 year ol ds, we recommend Tomds Mdr8tole PnkRabbik Raoetdtye n o r
collections offer a wealth of enjoyment for reading for pleasure at this age too, from Mandy Coe's upbeat Belonging Strégeorj ami n Zephani ahos
Chickens, which is always a hit with Year 6.

For those without the time or reading stamina to pick up a longer read, try one of the shorter chapter books includediner e adi ng | i st , | i ke L
I nvasion of Crooked Oak or David Longds Survival I n S peaderg For dxceltett piatufe bavksi ¢ h
suitable for Year 6, we recommend the supértriguing The Viewer by Gary Crew and Shaun Tan, or the beautifully illustrated expation of being introverted in

| Go Quiet.

High -quality non-fiction is a brilliant option for reading for pleasure in Year 6. We recommend the inspirational mountaset recount of peril and resilience in
Everest, the intricately pr e shelpfiulgudebddk te althags brainmelated id BrdnrPowRra n | 0s super



50 Recommended Reads for ...

Year 6

(ages 10-11) Which ones have you read?

D When Hitler Stole [_] The Arrival
Pink Rabbit Shaun Tan
Judith Kerr

[_] Head Kid [_] Love That Dog
David Baddiel Sharon Creech

[_] The Lost Whale _U Dread Wood
Hannah Gold Jennifer Killick

[_] Murder Most Unladylike
Robin Stevens

[_] My Brother Is A Superhero
David Solomons .

'

[_] Tom’s Midnight Garden
Philippa Pearce

[_] Amari And The Night Brothers
BB Alston

[_] Emmy Levels Up
Helen Harvey

D Malamander
Thomas Taylor

[_] Funky Chickens

Benjamin Zephaniah

D Holes

Louis Sachar

[_] Kay's Anatomy

[_] The Explorer

Adam Kay Katherine Rundell
[_] Boy In The Tower [_] El Deafo
Polly Ho-Yen Cece Bell
[_] The Boy Who Made [_] All the Things that

Everyone Laugh
Helen Rutter

could go Wrong
Stewart Foster

[_] Fly High Crew
Ashley Banjo and Jordan Banjo

D The Shark Caller
Zillah Bethell

_H_ Frankie’s World

|[_] The Super Miraculous Journey

Aoife Dooley of Freddie Yates
: Jenny Pearson
[_] The Viewer [_] The Thief who Sang Storms..

Gary Crew and Shaun Tan

Sophie Anderson

Page 1 of 2
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50 Recommended Reads for ...

Year 6

(ages 10-11)

_H_ Mystery of the Night Watchers

No Ballet Shoes in Syria

Ranj Singh and David O'Connell

A M Howell Catherine Bruton
] The Trials of Morrigan Crow How to be Me
Jessica Townsend Cath Howe
_H_ Brain Power Goddess

Dr Janina Ramirez and Sarah Walsh

_H_ Everest
Alexandra Stewart and

Joe Todd-Stanton

Power Up
Neill Cameron

oy _H_ You Are A Champion Looshkin
YOUAREA Marcus Rashford Jamie Smart
CHAMPION
0% [ The Island Stick Boy
Armin Greder Paul Coomey

D The Invasion OFf Crooked Oak
Dan Smith

Tales Of Ancient Worlds
Stefan Milosavljevich and Sam Caldwell

) _H_ Survival In Space
David Long and Stefano Tambellini

The Girl Who Lost a Leopard
Nizrana Farook :

_H_ When .._._,m Sky Falls
Phil Earle

Space Maps
Lara Albanese and
Tommaso Vidus Rosin

_H_ |1 Go Quiet

David Ouimet

Belonging Street
Mandy Coe

D Oceanarium
Teagan White and Loveday Trinick

Front Desk
Kelly Yang

D Locomotion
Alastair Steele and Ryo Takemasa

J
u
J
J
J
J
u
J
J
J
J
J

Show Us Who You Are
Elle McNicoll

Find more booklists for primary schools at
booksfortopics.com

Scan the QR
code to visit
the list online
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Guidance: About the Year 5 Reading

Helping children in Year 5 discover a love of reading is most successfully achieved when a wide range of appealing andgyepriate books are available.

Research on reading for pleasure shows that children who choose to read for enjoyment are more likely to achieve highemaicaolgtcomes, to have improved

ment al health and to gain economic success | ater i n | abletediscodr aeww @ldsineyoneé , wh
their own experiences, to learn about different people and to develop critical thinking and crucial empathy skills, as webdvancing their language and

vocabulary.

Getting the right book into the right chil dds handsageastof9trda&0, mostgHildren &re ableto i s
read longer chapter books and handle stories with an increasing complexity of themes. Popular with this age group are thepgitoking books about relevant

social issues, as well as laugbut-loud funny books, graphic novels and noffiction that covers topics of interest. As well alsaving a wide range of styles and

formats to choose from for independent reading, an essential ingredient in developing a lifelove of books at this age is w&helts protect shared reading

experiences and continue to read aloud at storytime well beyond the age that children can read for themselves.

With this in mind, we have carefully selected a range of books to help to encourage reading for pleasure in Year 5. Somelddks in the collection are picked

especially for making children laugh out loud, like the hilarious | Stole My Genius Sister's Brain or Danny Wallace's The kiest Kid in the World. Other stories

have been picked especially for readers who appreciate a highimdge e xt rati o, | i ke Konni e -packeddgsianaBoyskoiies, wisichr i e s
features lively, comiestyle illustrations. Graphic novels are also popular with many children in Year 5, and we recommend gnBunny Vs Monkey or Roller Girl.

Many children at this age start to enjoy stories that hedastcBeanis abgautiful dhorythati n g
highlights the plight of polar bears affected by gl ob atbpicoffoodrpoverty. Histarical Onj a
fiction also becomes popular around this age, with children able to draw on their increasing knowledge of history from tkairiculum learning in Key Stage 2.

We recommend A.M. Howell'sposswar adventure in the fens The Secret of t IKieg, vihicleisasetatithetiniee e p €
of Howard Carterd6s discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun.

Many children at this age enjoy fantasy stories to spark the imagination. Fantasy adventures like Rumblestar and Dragon Monire popular choices, as are
stories of perilous expeditions like Asha & the Spirit Bird. Some stories in the collection explore the themes of technolmgyi nnovati on, | i ke Vas
wonderful sky ship adventure Brightstorm or while others accentuate the benefits of sport, like the celebration of girlstifath in Jaz Santos vs the World.

If you are looking for classic stories suitable for-20 year olds, try The Wolves of Willoughby Chase or The Silver Sword. Rappoetry books to browse for pleasure
are included in our Year 5 selection too, I|ike Matt @htlpmrikerd TheoBodk of N& Ertirghht B
Useful Advice, which is delightfully illustrated in colour by Mini Grey.

Longer reads are not for everyone, and wedve i ncl ude dshaater chaptebbeaks, toyfToms hor t er
Pal mersds Arctic Star or David Long6s Tragedy at Sea ersbooredomnefdedpltturedookar e s
suitable for Year 5, we recommend Helen Wardods Var mi nt s atmgodd@acveratigity Al mond a

Wedve al so i ncl ud e d-ficaont® appealrto clsildren @ ear 50 fromahe intrigaimy exploration of the wid of plants in Green Planet to the
inspiring real-life stories in Old Enough to Save the Planet, to the incredible visual history of Music, which folds out into iarpressive 8foot-long timeline.






